

ADOPTED 6/25/19


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Morgan, Boyer, and Hazouri:

RESOLUTION 2019-441-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MOTHER MATTIE L. STRONG ON THE OCCASION OF HER BEING NAMED PASTOR-EMERITUS OF ACTS OF THE APOSTLE BIBLE WAY CHURCH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Mattie L. Strong was born Mattie Miller in Madison, Florida, graduated from Jerkin High School in Perry, Florida and received her higher education at Edward Waters College and Jacksonville University; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Strong worked for the Head Start program in Jacksonville for the Northeast Florida Community Action Agency, an organization founded in 1965 to implement the Federal Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 by providing assistance to low-income individuals to help combat poverty, teach practical life skills, and promote employment and community-building; and


WHEREAS, after working in churches for a number of years, Mattie Strong moved to Jacksonville’s Eastside neighborhood and assisted her husband, Bishop Samuel John Strong, in founding the Acts of the Apostle Bible Way Church on Pippin Street in 1968, where the church continues to operate today, having been rebuilt on the site after being destroyed by an arsonist’s fire in 1979; and

WHEREAS, Mother Mattie Strong served as Founder and President of the Apostolic Women’s Prayer Union, Northern Florida District Mother, and Treasurer of the Florida Diocese of the International Bible Way Church and, since her husband’s passing in 2001 has been Pastor of the Acts of the Apostle Bible Way Church; and

WHEREAS, Mother Mattie has recently announced her retirement from her pastorate at the age of 91, and will take on the title of Pastor-Emeritus; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Mother Mattie L. Strong for her lifetime of service to her community and her congregation as she retires from the active pastorate of Acts of the Apostle Bible Way Church and takes up her new title of Pastor-Emeritus. The City Council extends its congratulations on a long and active life of faith and service and its best wishes for many more years of health and happiness.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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